
_________________’s Compare/Contrast Explorer Essay Rubric 

Introduction paragraph includes mention of both explorers & the 3 

characteristics being compared. 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

3 body paragraphs include characteristic of explorer, similarities 

and differences 

30 25 20 15 10 5 0 

Body paragraphs include introductory and conclusion sentences 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

Signal words are used to identify similarities and differences 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

Essay contains at least 1 compound sentence 

5 4 3 2 1 0 

Conclusion paragraph includes an introduction and conclusion 

sentence, as well as, restates ideas in paragraph 1. 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

Graphic organizer completed on time 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

Rough Draft completed on time with editing marks 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

Total Points: _______     Final Grade: _______ 

                      100 
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